The following article examines the activities of the Ukrainian Scientific Society of Medical Historians as an essential part of The All-Union Society of Medical Historians in the Soviet period, as well as the main stages of its work in the post-Soviet period. This overview is particularly significant given this year's 70th anniversary of the creation of the national societies of medical historians in the former Soviet republics, which evolved from the All-Union Scientific HistoricalMedical Society.
The overview is based on material published in the medical press containing information about the activities of the Ukrainian Scientific Society of Medical Historians, work conducted at medical historian forums and personal archives provided by Professors K.F. Duplenko (1899 Duplenko ( -1990 and K.G. Vasylyev (1919 Vasylyev ( -2015 , who were the society's chairmen. When searching for historical sources we used the History of Medicine and Health in The Ukrainian SSR bibliographical record [1] . We discovered important material related to our subject matter in the Soviet Health magazine ; primarily in the "Chronicle" section). We wish to express our gratitude to medical historians Professor Yu.F. Mironenko (Lviv) and Professor Z.P. Petrova (Kharkiv), who answered our questions and shared their memories of working with the historical-medical society.
The history of the Ukrainian Scientific Society of Medical Historians can be divided into two periods: Soviet (1951 Soviet ( -1991 and post-Soviet (after 1991).
In 1946, the executive committee of the Scientific Medical Council of the Soviet Health Ministry realised that it was appropriate to grant a petition prepared by an initiative group headed by the academician I.D. Strashun (1892 Strashun ( -1967 from the USSR Academy of Medical Sciences (AMS) on the establishment of the All-Union Scientific Historical-Medical Society. The executive committee also recommended all the specialized scientific societies existing at the time to organize sections for studying the histories of their specialities. Thus, the AllUnion Scientific Historical-Medical Society was founded in Moscow with the session of the founding members taking place on November 1, 1946. I.D. Strashun became the chairman of the society's temporary administration. In June 1970 (during the 4th All-Union Scientific HistoricalMedical Conference), the All-Union Scientific Historical-Medical Society became known as the All-Union Scientific Society of Medical Historians. Consequently, the Ukrainian Republic's Scientific Historical-Medical Society was renamed The Ukrainian Republic's Scientific Society of Medical Historians. After 1970 most of the city and regional societies also changed their names.
The All-Union's charter was approved by the Soviet Health Ministry on April 18, 1947 . On March 13, 1947 , during the first public session in Moscow, Professor I.D. Strashun outlined the aim and objectives of the society. He noted that the society was assuming significant responsibility for Soviet science, the Soviet health system and the Soviet people and intended to work for the benefit of Soviet medicine. In his words, only the Soviet system made it possible to authentically learn the rich historical legacy of Russia's medicine.
Professor I.D. Strashun said that among the new society's primary objectives was the ideological education of young medical students, the young doctors -the actors of Soviet medicine. The commitment of medical historians and their patriotic duty was to demonstrate the decisive role of the Bolshevik party and its leaders V.I. Lenin and J.V. Stalin in the ideological justification of the foundations of Soviet medicine. The second objective of the historical-medical society that I.D. Strashun's report mentions was to help scientific research in the field of medical history that was conducted in the Union's republics, territories and regions (among those who successfully conducted research in the field of medical history was Ukrainian scientist S.A. Verkhratsky). The society's third objective was to work more with primary sources, to search persistently for new material in the archives and make documents that shed light on our medical science's past more accessible. Also, the epochs of the October Revolution, the Civil War and the Great Patriotic War (WWII) were always to be at the centre of the Soviet medical historians' attention. The fourth objective was not to forget about related disciplines -the natural sciences and biology, whose history is closely intertwined with the formation of common medical ideas [2] . The All-Union Society's temporary administration worked extensively to draw up a model programme, which was later approved by the Soviet Health and Higher Education Ministries, for teaching the history of medicine. Moreover, it actively participated in the organization of the first courses for preparing medical history teachers out of the professors and docents at the Central Institute for Advancing Doctors. The courses opened in August 1948 and were attended by a total of 55 future teachers, among whom were 10 professors.
In 1947 the All-Union Society's first department in the USSR was opened in Stanislav (currently Ivano-Frankivsk). Sergei Avraamovich Verkhratsky , who was the dean of the Department of Hospital Surgery at a local medical institute, actively participated in its establishment [3] . From 1951 to 1968 the medical historians in the Ivano-Frankivsk Region were part of the medical historian section of the Regional Society of Hygienists and Health Organizers headed by Dean of the Department of Social Hygiene and Health Organization Professor Ara Armenakovich Garagashyan The 1st All-Union Scientific HistoricalMedical Conference, which finalized the organizational format of the All-Union Society, took place in February 1959 in Leningrad. Ukraine's K.F. Duplenko (Kiev) was part of its organizational committee. During the conference, the members approved the AllUnion's charter and elected the administration. The conference then published a collection of material containing theses prepared by six Ukrainian medical historians. On February 9, at the first plenum, M.I. Barsukov (1890 Barsukov ( -1974 was elected as the Society's first chairman and K.F. Duplenko -one of his three deputies. The 1st All-Union Conference inspired the establishment of republic-wide and local (city and regional) historical-medical societies that were managed by The All-Union Scientific Historical-Medical Society. In 1959, the Ukrainian Scientific Historical-Medical Society was established [7] . Its activities began with the 1st Ukrainian Historical-Medical Conference, which took place on November 26-28, 1959 in Lviv and which was dedicated to the 20th anniversary of the unification of western Ukrainian lands with the Ukrainian Soviet Socialistic Republic. More than 60 participants came together at the conference -from Lviv, Kiev, Kharkiv, Odessa, Dnepropetrovsk, Stalino (currently Donetsk), Uzhhorod, Stanislav, Chernivtsy, and other cities. Scientific collaborators and doctors from Lviv's clinics and hospitals also showed great interest in the conference. Chairman of the AllUnion Scientific Historical-Medical Society M.I. Barsukov and his deputy I.D. Strashun took part in the conference.
Opening the conference, the Chairman of The Ukrainian Scientific Historical-Medical Society K.F. Duplenko said that the 20th anniversary of the unification of the Ukrainian people as one republic was a momentous historical event and noted the importance of studying the history of medicine and health in the USSR, including within the framework of the given conference. Thirty reports were read after the introductory remarks were made by the Director of the Lviv Regional Health Department R. Ya [8] [9] [10] . Theses were published for the beginning of the conference [11] and after its conclusion the participants prepared a collection of material titled, "For the History of Medicine in Ukraine", which contained the largest volume of information on the development of Soviet medicine in the Ukrainian SSR's western regions in the postwar years [12] .
The Kiev Scientific Historical-Medical Society was established on the eve of the 1st AllUnion Scientific Historical-Medical Conference. In 1960, it launched its activities and conducted a joint session with other medical societies, which helped medical historians expand their ties with researchers in other medical fields, as well as with a series of scientific and medical institutions in Kiev [13, 14] In 1958, P.T. Petrov was one of the creators of the section of medical historians within The Kharkiv Regional Scientific Hygienic Society [19] . At the section's organisational session he was elected chairman, a position that he held until his death. In 1963, the section had 20 members. The sessions were conducted once a month. Besides the scientific sessions and the annual summary assemblies, there were also meetings (in collaboration with the regional societies of hygienists, pharmacologists and therapists) in which the section's members presented their historical-medical reports. During the session dedicated to Professor M.I. Barsukov [20] . Between 1973 and 1976, the section was chaired by Professor Zinovy Anatolievich Gurevich , who in 1974 was dean of the Department of Social Hygiene and Health Organization at the Kharkiv Medical Institute. Later the section was headed by Docent Z.P. Petrova, who taught a course on medical history at the department. In 1979, the medical history section was separated from the composition of the Society of Hygienists after the establishment of the independent Kharkiv Scientific Society of Medical Historians, which operated until 1986 [21] .
In our overview, we must return to 1961 when the medical historian section's members participated in the organization and realization of the 2nd Ukrainian Historical-Medical Conference in Kharkiv. Scientists from Kiev, Odessa, Vinnytsia, Lugansk, Dnepropetrovsk, doctors from more than 40 sanitary-epidemiological stations, as well as guests from Moscow, Minsk and other cities participated in the conference. When opening the conference, Kiev hygienist, director of the National Research Institute of General and Communal Hygiene and corresponding member of the USSR AMS D.N. Kalyuzhnyi (1900 Kalyuzhnyi ( -1976 remarked that, although the republic's sanitary organization contributed to the development of the Soviet Health System, the history of hygiene and sanitation in Ukraine is one of the least studied scientific fields. The reports at the conference were dedicated to the activity of A.A. Grando dedicated his report to the Ukrainian SSR sanitary organization in the first years of the Soviet regime [22] . Theses were published for the beginning of the conference [23] and after its conclusion the participants prepared a series of reports to be published in the second collection of material on the history of hygiene and sanitation in Ukraine [24] .
The 3rd Ukrainian Historical-Medical Conference took place in Kiev on May 6-8, 1963 [25] . In relation to the 130th anniversary of the A.A. Bogomolets National Medical University, the conference was dedicated to the history of higher medical education and scientific medical schools in Ukraine. On the opening day of the conference there were already 10 local historicalmedical societies in Ukraine: in Kiev, Kharkiv, Dnepropetrovsk, Donetsk, Lugansk, Odessa, Simferopol, Lviv, Chernivtsi, and Uzhhorod. The total number of members of the Ukrainian Republic's Scientific Historical-Medical Society at the time was 241 people [26] [27] Concrete tasks were given to the medical historians at the plenum in order to implement the decisions made at the 24th CPSU Congress (1971) and the CPSU Central Committee Decree "On the Preparation for the 50th Anniversary of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics Education" (1972): the republic-wide and city administrations were recommended to organize local jubilee scientific conferences, exhibitions and publications summarizing the achievements of the Soviet health system, medical science and higher medical education. The plenum decided to convene the 1st All-Union Congress of Medical Historians in Chisinau in 1973 and instructed the executive committee to use the preparation for the congress for strengthening and significantly expanding all republic-wide and city societies, as well as taking measures for creating city societies where there was a real opportunity [50] .
At the end of 1972, a regional scientific historical-medical society was organized in Kherson. 8 of 1975 there were 461 medical historians in the Ukrainian Scientific Society. On the eve of the 60th anniversary of the Soviet Union the activities of the local societies and sections were dedicated to realizing the objectives set at the 25th Congress of the CPSU (1976) and to the preparation for the celebration of the October Revolution Jubilee (1977) [58] .
On March 13-14, 1980 , the Republic-wide Scientific-Practical Conference, dedicated to the memory of academician D.K. Zabolotnyi and the 60th anniversary of the Department of Epidemiology that he established at the Odessa Medical Institute, was held in Vinnytsia. A session took place during the first day and on the second a trip was organized to the Museum of Academician D.K. Zabolotnyi in the village of Chobotarka, 12 in the house where the scientist was born and near which he was buried with his wife [59, 60] . Alexander Makarovich Golyachenko (Vinnytsia) played a big role in the organization of the conference. Subsequently he would go on to head the Department of Social Hygiene and Health Organization at the Ternopil Medical Institute.
In September 1980, the 2nd All-Union Congress of Medical Historians was held in Tashkent. The Soviet Health Ministry had approved the congress's programme and number of delegates. Afterwards, the ministry's decree was replicated in the republic's ministries and sent to the heads of the regional health departments. In addition to the decree it was also indicated how many delegates from each region would attend the scientific forum. If a delegate's surname was included in the instructions, it was a guarantee that his travel expenses to the congress would be paid for. Often a number, for example 2, would be found instead of the surname. This sometimes led to the regional health department deciding at its own discretion which delegates to send. Thus, in 1980 heads of the health departments of the Dnepropetrovsk and Odessa regions who did not know much about medical history were part of the Ukrainian delegation. It also meant that some humble docent who had dedicated all his creativity to medical history would have to pay to travel to the congress. An excursion to Samarkand and Bukhara and from Bukhara to the Afshona village, birthplace of the great Ibn Sina Avicenna (980-1037) and where he lived for his first five years, was organized for the participants. For his 1000th birthday anniversary a museum dedicated to Avicenna was founded in Afshona. Participation in a scientific congress is a form of upgrading one's qualifications but in this case even the excursion was useful for the delegates as medical historians.
On June [21] [22] 1985 The 8th Ukrainian Historical Medical Conference dedicated to the 40th anniversary of the Soviet victory in the Great Patriotic War took place in Khmelnytsky. Two subject matters were discussed at the conference: the participation of Ukrainian doctors in the Great Patriotic War and the topical issues related to medical history and medical museology in Ukraine [61] .
K.K. Vasylyev, who at the time was the assistant dean of the Department of Social Hygiene and Health Organization at the Ternopil Medical Institute, was confirmed as a conference delegate by the Ukrainian Society. The Ukrainian SSR's Health Ministry's decree on the conference and letter requesting K.K. Vasylyev's participation were sent to the medical institute's rector and consequently the rector sent Vasylyev to Khmelnytskyi. There were a total of 56 delegates at the conference (about two delegates from each region in Ukraine). Head of the Regional Health Department A.P. Kartysh, who at the conference presented his report "Podolia's Medical Workers during the Great Patriotic War," welcomed the participants on behalf of the regional administration. Among reports prepared by medical historians not only from the Ukraine but also from Russia [62] . A plenum of the All-Union Scientific Society of Medical Historians was held at the conference, whose resolution spoke about the necessity to include medical workers in the Society of Medical Historians, to regularly conduct republic-wide and regional historical-medical conferences and to make preparations for the next congress of medical historians. The plenum also proposed to teach medical history not in the first university year but in the third or fourth [63] . However, subsequent events, including the collapse of the USSR, changed these plans.
On September 25, 1991 , an expanded plenum of the All-Union Society, which played the role of the Founding Congress, was held in Lugansk. The (International) Confederation of Medical Historians (ICMH) became the successor of the All-Union Scientific Society of Medical Historians. The charter of this new society was approved the following year. The confederation of united medical historians from the Russian Federation, as well as two other sovereign countries that appeared in the postSoviet landscape. Its administration was located in Moscow.
Ukrainian medical historians that were part of Soviet delegations participated in the international medical history congresses that had been convened by the International Society for the History of Medicine since 1920.
There were few official members from the Soviet delegations 15 at the international congresses, which is why some medical historians travelled to the congresses at their own expense as scientific tourists -obviously, after petitioning the scientific institution where they worked and being permitted to travel abroad. But there were those who could not afford to travel to the scientific forums at their own expense. For example, Professor K.G. Vasylyev, despite having his theses published in the collections of material from the 18th (1962, Warsaw-Cracow, Poland), the 22nd (1970, Bucharest-Constanta, Romania) and 23rd (1972, London) international congresses, traveled abroad for the first time only in 1978, to the 26th congress in Plovdiv, Bulgaria, and then 15 Delegates were officially sent on the trips with all expenses paid.
only as a scientific tourist. There were also some medical historians who were not allowed to travel abroad. For example, P.E. Zabludovsky, one of the leading medical historians of the Soviet Union, a native of Ukraine and a student of the Novorossiysk University in Odessa, who for many years taught a course on medical history at the Central Institute for the Advancement of Doctors in Moscow. Professor E.D. Gribanov used to say 16 that Professor P.E. Zabludovsky would be included among the delegates traveling to international congresses but in the end the authorities did not give their permission and his surname would not be found in the final lists. When P.E. Zabludovsky was first permitted to travel abroad, he even went to the train station to see who was traveling instead of him.
For the first time since WWII delegates from the Soviet Union took part in the 14th International Congress on the History of Medicine (1954: Rome-Salerno, Italy), in which representatives from 38 countries participated. There were four delegates from the USSR -three medical historians from Moscow and Docent P.T. Petrov from Kharkiv. His daughter Z.P. Petrova said that as a delegate from the Soviet Union her father was not only given a daily allowance and reimbursed for travel expenses and accommodation abroad, but before the trip he was invited to a special store where he could select fabric for a suit. 17 The store made Docent P.T. Petrov a suit and he did not have to pay for anything.
At the 16th International Congress (1958; Montpellier, France) Ukraine was not represented within the Soviet delegation, but the collection of material from the Congress included theses by Ukrainian medical historians S.A. Verkhratsky, N.A. Oborin and A.S. Podrazhnsky on the first hospitals in Galician Russia, the Zaporozhian Sich and other regions. At the 17th International Congress (1960; Warsaw, Poland) the collection of theses included a report prepared by Yu.I. Rafes (Dnepropetrovsk) on Russian-Polish medical ties.
In 1968, the 21st International Congress was held in Siena, Italy. The Soviet delegation consisted 16 E.D. Gribanov told K.K. Vasylyev about Professor P.E. Zabludovsky. 17 In the Soviet era, special commercial establishments in regional centers were reserved for the party elite. There was a shortage on good woolen fabric, which is why it was impossible to buy it in an ordinary store. , N.N. Blokhina and S.G. Goncharova [64] [65] [66] .
In December 1993, the Ukrainian Central Museum of Medicine in Kiev organized the "Medicine and Ukrainian Culture" conference, which examined issues related to medical history in the context of the Ukrainian people's spiritual and material culture [67] .
On September [22] [23] 2004 , on the initiative of Professor A.M. Golyachenko, the AllUkrainian Historical-Medical Conference dedicated to topical issues related to the history of medicine in Ukraine took place in Ternopil [68] . Given the inactivity of the executive committee of the Ukrainian Scientific Society of Medical Historians, the conference's participants announced that they would create the AllUkrainian Association of Medical Historians [69] . However, everything ended there.
Professor At the 2nd ICMH Congress Professor A.F. Kiselev (Nikolaev) described the activities of the republic-wide, regional and city societies of medical historians in Ukraine in the post-Soviet period. In his opinion, the dissolution of the Soviet Union and the appearance of independent states created a crisis in these societies' activities. Lacking communication with the ICMH, The Ukrainian Scientific Society for Medical Historian's administration's "long silence" led to the disunity of the regional societies, which began working in a spontaneous manner. Thus, the Nikolaev Regional Society, not having any links to the All-Ukrainian society, continued to work at its own discretion. The regional health department decided to unite the societies of social hygiene and medical historians. Medical historians entered the united society as a section whose number of members was reduced from 42 to 14 people [74] .
In the post-Soviet period Ukrainian medical historians continued participating in the activiies of the International Society for the History of Medicine. Official delegations from Ukraine were no longer created and everyone attended the congresses on his or her own initiative and at his or her own expense. Thus, the 38th Congress medical conferences and congresses. They were also part of the conferences' organizational committees, the editorial boards that published the works presented at the scientific forums and they took part in the work of various international congresses and conferences. Thanks to the government's organizational and financial support, an orderly system of medical historian societies, including all-union, republic-wide and local (regional, city) societies, was created. On the one hand, the government helped the societies realize historical-medical research programmes but on the other, it ideologically and politically controlled their activity. It can be said that the dissolution of the Soviet Union led to the disorganization in the activities of the medical historian societies in Ukraine, which were left without permanent government support. The Ukrainian Scientific Society of Medical Historian's executive committee could not reconstruct the Society's work and the Ukrainian National Museum of Medicine did not initiate the reorganization of the Ukrainian Scientific Society's activity and the consolidation of the national community of medical historians, which became passive and incapable of functioning in the new socio-economic and political reality. On the initiative of individual medical historians, historical-medical conferences were held in Nikolaev (1993) , Kiev (1993) , Ternopil (2004) , and Sumy (2002, 2005, 2007) .
The demand for Ukrainian medical historians in scientific circles in the post-Soviet period was stimulated thanks to their participation in foreign historical-medical forums: congresses of the International Confederation of Medical Historians, congresses on the history of medicine convened by the International Society for the History of Medicine and other scientific forums, whose activities are too numerous to be described in this overview. 
